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Writer CEMILE KAVOUNTZIS is a self-
professed beach bum—she's also

a New York City-based freelance
scribe who's written about film,
food and travel for Entertainment
Weekly, Maxim and FrontDesk. She
penned "The Caribbean: Summer
Travel Steals,” page 84, and can tell
you firsthand that "sitting in traffic
to get to the Oistins fish fry is really
worth the wait; the grilled marlin at
Uncle Georges is amazing!”

being drunk, she couldn’t help but be
happy about her sparkling tub.”

winner of the sexiest 'stache award

Photographer DOUGLAS FRIEDMAN, who shot our
décor feature “Dominique + Dan's NYC Loft," page
34, just moved into an old penthouse apartment
in Hollywood with his partner and has taken a DIY
approach to decorating. "It was tempting to hit all
the big box stores and put the place together fast,
but we decided to search for one-of-a-kind pieces
that need work,” he says. “For us, the work is the
fun part!” Friedman's photography has appeared in
Harper's Bazaar, Elle Decor and Wallpaper.
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PETER ARKLE grew up in Scotland but now

5 in New York City, where he's a freelance

laughs. "Even if she was mad at me for

illustrator of books, magazines and ads. The
mastermind behind our comic strip "Me

and My Bromance,"” page 120, Peter's pulled
some clever moves to escape the doghouse
after a crazy bros' night out. "I cleaned my
girlfriend’s bathroom and it worked!” he

ADAM C. DUB, our intrepid road tester for
this issue, finally got to indulge his inner
kid (and sweet tooth!) by challenging
himself to order only off of restaurant
kiddie menus for a week. Along with
Carolyn, his foodie partner in crime,
Adam had some funny adventures that
you can read about in “"Road Test: The
Kiddie Menu" on page 30. When he's not
snacking on Happy Meals, Adam loves
traveling with Carolyn to fun, cool places,
like Costa Rica, and keeping up with his
day job as Account Director at Esquire.

Staff writer CAITLIN MOSCATELLO lives

_in New York City with her guy, Joe.

You'll usually find this duo throwing

_softballs in Central Park, running over

the Brooklyn Bridge or typing away on

their laptops. "Joe's a writer tao, so

we're constantly editing each other,”

'says Cait, who wrote “Work Hazards”

on page 28. So we had to ask: Does

 working in the same field ever get

stressful? “I can’t complain,” she says.
“We met at work. Shhh!"”
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Check out our discount
hotel vouchers and special
Nestie deals on page 90.
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for diving or

the crowds do,

you'll find one-of-a-kind

y-colored capital, Willem

where to stay %

= Avila Hotel's rooms range from oceanfront in the Blue Wing to
modern in the Octagon Wing (AvilaHotel.com; 800-747-8162).

= Perched on cliffs overlooking a secluded beach with a natural coral
reef, Lodge Kura Hulanda & Beach Club boasts spacious rooms with
balconies or patios (KuraHulanda.com; 877-264-3106).

what to do )

“You finally have an excuse to use that underwater cameral Curacao
has some of the best diving and snorkeling spots in the world.
Highlights include a sunken tugboat and mushroom-shaped coral
formations. For local dive operators, go to Curacao.com.

 Stroll around the Punda district, a configuration of pedestrian-
only streets and alleys filled with brightly colored, quaint shops
(between the Waterfort and Fort Amsterdam in Willemstad).

= Take an anthropology tour & deux at the Museum Kura Hulanda.
You can check out historic artifacts from Curacao and beyond
(entrance ticket $9; Klipstraat 9, Willemstad: 5999-434-7765).

drinking and dining

»Brave enough to try iguana soup at Jaanchies Restaurant? They
say it's an aphrodisiac (from $10; Westpunt; 5999-864-0126).

“Locals head to Awa Di Playa for some fresh fare ($20 for dinner;
Piscadera Bay, 5999-462-6939) and get a hearty lunch for $8 a
plate at Marsche Bieuw in Willemstad (aka the Old Market).

©On Sundays at Zanzibar Beach and Restaurant, DJs spin funk and
R&B. Then grab yourself the ice-cold cocktail-of-the-day for just $5
(Zanzibar-Curacao.com/eng; 5999-747-0633). >
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aruba

Craving a scene? In Aruba, slip on your
aviators and show off your swimwear on
bright white beaches; then change into
your coolest outfits to scope out the James
Bond-style casinos and fun, hopping bars.
Start with happy hours on the sand and
continue into the wee hours in Oranjestad,
which looks like New Orleans painted hot
pink and feels like Mardi Gras year-round.

@D

After spending a couple of days relaxing in Bucuti Beach Resort's
modern, airy rooms and beachfront (and kid-free!) pool, you'll be
addicted. Cool fact: The resort fosters sea turtle preservation right
on its grounds (Bucuti.com; 297-583-1100).

One of the island's best-kept secrets, Amsterdam Manor Beach
Resort's charming Dutch colonial-style architecture wraps around
a spotless pool and the gorgeous beach is just a quick stroll away
(AmsterdamManor.com; 800-969-2310).

On Red Sail Sport’'s Antilla Snorkel Sail, see the famous shipwreck
and Catalina Bay; for $49 per person, you'll get drinks, snacks,
instruction and equipment (RedSailAruba.com; 877-733-7245).
Hike, walk or bike through divi-divi trees, cactus gardens, sand
dunes and even caves for free at Arikok National Park.
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Craving some culture? Check out the folklore dancing on Tuesday
night at the Bon Bini Festival, where local Aruban dancers strut
their stuff in traditional costumes from 6:30 to 9 p.m. in downtown
Oranjestad ($3 entry fee; Fort Zoutman inner courtyard).

At Pinchos Grill & Bar on the Surfside Marina, every table is on the
water's edge, making it a hot spot for sunset dinner (entrées from
$19; Interreps.nl/pinchos.htm; 297-583-2666).

Go to Charlie's Bar & Restaurant for a tasty lunch and collection
of tchotchkes left behind by people from around the world, Try the
spicy honeymoon sauce and, for a laugh, ask what the "hoere hap"
seafood special is (from $7; San Nicolas; 297-584-5086).

Hunt for souvenirs in town; then kick back with a locally brewed
Balashi beer for $3.50 at Salt & Pepper. Bring a set of shakers and
they'll swap you a free glass of wine (SaltandPepperAruba.com)!
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